Workshop resolution 

Strategies to mitigate the limitations and weaknesses of promoting bamboo housing at global scale 
Limitation1: Image: One of the biggest issues in promoting bamboo for housing is people’s perception towards bamboo. Bamboo is still known as a “poor man’s timber”.
Strategies

· Technical solution – development of technical solutions such as preservation techniques, jointing, building manuals etc to improve quality of houses 
· Demonstration projects – Establishment of demonstration projects in different regions for high end products (bamboo houses) to change the image of the bamboo 
· Encourage government and environmental related institutions to build offices, schools, clinics using bamboo as a key building material 
Limitation 2: Resource availability: Not all the bamboo species are suitable for construction. Bamboo properties vary with species and location.  Therefore research and lab testing require a significant amount of resources and time. Moreover, although there might be interests and demands from many countries for bamboo housing, the limited availability of the specific bamboo for construction may inhibit the development of a large scale bamboo housing project.


Strategies

· Development of panel based bamboo housing: Development of technology and manufacturing engineered bamboo panels would solve the problems of using other bamboo species which are not structurally durable
· Development of high quality plantation of best bamboo species for the construction. it would solve the problems of availability of suitable bamboo species
· Cataloging, listing and publishing the right type of bamboo available in different regions or countries
· Development of local techniques for testing the locally available species

Limitation 3: Improper use: There is a serious threat that improper and non-scientific uses of bamboo for housing, and therefore quick deterioration of houses, may negatively affect the overall image of bamboo for building in the future. There is an urgent need to educate the public and building professionals at a global level and raise awareness to avoid such a threat. 

Strategies

· Trade mark by international organization (quality assurance mark)

· Data chat room or online forum to share difficulties and problems working with bamboo for housing
· Bamboo construction technology in the curricula of university or technical colleges 

· Promoting bamboo housing at large scale in correct way

· Regional center of excellence that includes all type of bamboo building system approved or accepted

Limitation 4: Partnership and globalization. So far, efforts to promote bamboo housing are made independently from by some architects or companies, which is not enough to promote bamboo housing at global scale. Not enough collaboration between professionals may limit the global bamboo housing programme. 
Strategies
· Develop an official forum for partnership. INBAR should be leading the forum and global partnership programme 

· Focus group to be identified in Europe who are interested in environmentally friendly material

· Approach professional association who are interested in sustainable material

· Participate in big events by Global housing team

· Approach Development agencies that are interested in sustainable housing and work with them

Limitation 5: Information sharing Information is not reaching to local level which is making difficulties to promote bamboo housing at village level. 
Strategies

· Formation of core technical group at village level and train them regarding bamboo housing
· Wherever appropriate integrate bamboo curricula at local level training center 

· Approach Network of eco-villages that exist in some countries 

Limitation 6: Non dimensional material. Bamboo is hollow, not uniform in size and shape that make difficulties to use it as a substitute of timber. 
Strategies

· Development of processing technology: Processing of such bamboo species (that are not uniform in shape and size) into building materials. However  it is recommended to minimize the processing to the possible scale

Taskforce for global bamboo housing strategy
Workshop has formed a taskforce so as to prepare detail global bamboo housing strategy and action plans to achieve to achieve the goal of the housing programme. Although all the participants of the workshop committed to provide necessary support to core mission of the global housing, the workshop recommended 15 members core taskforce for the purpose.

Tasks and responsibilities of the taskforce
· To prepare strategy document of the global housing programme. The content of the global strategy will be based on the recommendations provided by the international workshop. The strategy document will mainly consist of mission, vision, strategies and action plans (how, who, when and how much etc).The draft table of content will be provided soon.

· To build network at country or regional level. To represent global housing at various meeting and workshop related to sustainable building. To participate and expand an electronic bamboo housing groups moderated by INBAR
· To build up bamboo housing global partnership programme. Draft of the partnership framework will be provided soon. 

· To approach possible donors who can fund to implement the global strategy

· To coordinate to implement global housing strategy at country or regional scale

Members
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3. Martina, Beijing
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7. Jorge Moran, Ecuador
8. Juan Carlos Amarillo, Colombia
9. Andry Widyowijatnoko, Indonesia
10. Peter Bulley, Sri Lanka
11. Shyam Paudel, INBAR
12. Patricia Von Tauffkirchen, Indonesia
13. Prof Chen Xuhe, China
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15. Zhao Junyong, China
