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INBAR STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC ARTICLE – ‘BAMBOO’S ABILITY 

TO STORE CARBON CALLED INTO QUESTION’ (2/24/2016) 

Based on the findings of a single study, the National Geographic article claims that bamboo is a 

net emitter of carbon but does not inform its readers that this finding goes against the bulk of 

available evidence, which uses more robust methodologies to suggest that the carbon 

sequestration potential of bamboo is significant. 

The article goes on to make other unsubstantiated claims. It argues that farmers clear natural 

forests to make way for more profitable bamboo plantations. However, INBAR cannot confirm 

any documented cases of this practice. Bamboo plantations tend to target marginal sloping 

shrub and agricultural areas - not forests - where bamboo is often one of the most effective 

options for restoration. In China, for instance, bamboo has been planted on over three million 

ha of formerly degraded land. 

The article refers to the use of harmful chemicals in the production of bamboo fabrics. But, 

more environmentally-friendly processes are now emerging and the use of chemicals like 

viscose rayon are not confined to bamboo fibers alone. We believe fabrics produced using 

viscose rayon should be clearly labeled so that consumers are better informed and producers 

cannot make false claims about their products. 

Finally, the article questions the sustainability of bamboo because of the environmental impacts 

associated with shipping bamboo. However, our research with Technical University Delft in the 

Netherlands demonstrates the opposite - that bamboo products can be carbon neutral or 

negative after production and processing in China, transportation to Europe, and incineration.1 

We welcome new scientific knowledge on the sustainability of bamboo and bamboo products, 

but do not believe that the study referred to in National Geographic provides sufficient evidence 

to challenge the green credentials of bamboo. 
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