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Celebrating World Bamboo Day and the countdown to 2017 INBAR Congress with 

Bamboo Bicycles  
 

Ambassadors ride bamboo bicycles 

 
 

Beijing, China: On 19th September, delegates from 28 countries, representatives from the 

Government of China and officials from international organisations, came together at the 

headquarters of the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) to mark the one-year 

countdown to the International Bamboo and Rattan Congress in September 2017 (BARC 2017)).  

Celebrating the 2016 World Bamboo Day, the gathering was also an opportune moment to 

showcase the versatility of the bamboo. Welcoming the gathering INBAR Director General, Dr. 

Friederich, stated, “It is heartening to see the growing interest in bamboo and rattan around the 

world. These versatile plants offer unique opportunities for many countries as strategic 

resources to boost the green economy while helping mitigate climate change. Culminating in 

INBAR’s 20 year journey, BARC 2017 will allow us to take stock of progress, reflect on the way 

forward and provide a platform for new developments and partnerships.” 

Highlighting the capabilities of bamboos, bikes made from sturdy bamboo frames were used as 

a means of sustainable green transport.  Delighted by the striking craftsmanship of the bamboo 

bicycles, Ambassadors and other delegates led by Dr. Hans Friederich tested the bicycles for 

several tours around the INBAR courtyard. 21 bamboo bicycles were factory produced and 

offered by Khanwind, a company that specializes in the innovative utilization of bamboos. 6 

more were contributed by Beijing Bamboo Bicycles, a community-based workshop in Beijing 

that encourages people to build their own hand-made bamboo cycles.   
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Showcasing the sturdy yet flexible bamboo bikes, the core message of the event was to focus 

on the sustainable uses of bamboo. Marking 20 years of INBAR’s contribution in supporting 

policies, training and bringing to the forefront the innovative uses of bamboo and rattan for 

sustainable development of communities, BARC 2017 will bring together some 1200 people in 

September 2017, to drive home the opportunities these two groups of plants provide for many 

countries. Providing a platform for South-South and South-South-North cooperation on 

sustainable development, BARC 2017 will help in advancing the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and supporting climate change mitigation through bamboo and 

rattan. 

At the conclusion of the event, State Forestry Administration of China (SFA) which is partnering 

INBAR in organizing the 2017 congress represented by Mr. Wu Zhimin, Director of International 

Center of Programme Cooperation, SFA said, “As the Co-organizer of BARC 2017, SFA will 

work closely with INBAR for all the preparation work in the coming 12 months. We will try our 

utmost and aim for presenting a one-of-a-kind worldwide congress to help support the transfer 

of knowledge and highlight the potential of bamboo and rattan for livelihood and communities, 

showcase the production areas of bamboo and rattan, and bring to the forefront the innovations 

in the development of bamboo and rattan.” 
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International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) 
 

INBAR is a multilateral development organization of 41 Member States for the promotion of Bamboo and 
Rattan. INBAR plays a unique role in supporting its members to find and demonstrate innovative ways of 
using bamboo and rattan to protect environments and biodiversity, and alleviate poverty.  
 

INBAR connects a global network of partners from the government, private, and not-for-profit sectors to 
define and implement a global agenda for sustainable development with bamboo and rattan.  
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