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Harnessing the potentials of bamboo for carbon trading, landscape restoration 

and job creation – INBAR Regional Conference held in Cameroon 

On August 11th and 12th, 216 participants from Government, the private sector and civil society 

representing 13 countries from Africa met in Yaoundé, Cameroon for a Conference to discuss 

how the region’s bamboo resources can be harnessed for job creation, landscape restoration 

and climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

 

The conference was jointly organised by the Government of Cameroon, INBAR and the China 

Green Carbon Fund (CGCF) of the State Forestry Administration of China. Under the 

Chairmanship of the Hon. Mr. Ngole Philip Ngwese, Minister of Forestry and Wildlife of the 

Republic of Cameroon, conference participants identified that bamboo now represents a high 

priority area for green development in Africa. 

 

In particular, the Conference showcased successful examples of how bamboo is already been 

used to create pro-poor value chains and restore degraded lands across the region in countries 

such as Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and Madagascar.  

 

The Conference also demonstrated the critical role that South-South collaboration can play in 

developing the bamboo sector in Africa, with examples of collaboration projects between China 

and Africa and India and Africa shared. 

 

However, while the Conference highlighted the enormous potential bamboo has to offer for 

green development in Africa, the region is yet to fulfil its full potential. Despite having an 

estimated 13% of the world’s know bamboo resources, the region accounts for less than 4% of 

international trade of bamboo products.  

 

Therefore to realise the full potential of bamboo to contribute to the Sustainable Development 

Goals and 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in the region, the participants agreed on the 

following key priority areas for sector development: 

 

1. Promote bamboo development in Africa, by harnessing its potential for degraded land 

restoration, sources of food and fodder and agroforestry; 

2. Invest in bamboo nurseries and bamboo plantations in Africa; 

3. Professionalize the bamboo and rattan sector in Africa (harvesting, propagation techniques, 

and utilization); 

4. Develop appropriate policies (and/or strengthen existing ones) for developing the bamboo 

and rattan sectors; 

5. Foster South-South cooperation and work with other donors for the development and the 
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value addition of bamboo and rattan products in respective countries; 

6. Support project development in various sectors, and engage with international donors, private 

sector investors and public administrations to reinforce initiatives in this direction; 

7. Emphasize the need for central and local government authorities to take measures to raise 

awareness about the importance of bamboo and rattan and to encourage private initiatives for 

the transformation and promotion of bamboo and rattan; 

8. Encourage public policies to include bamboo in the preservation of wetlands and the 

development of a green economy; 

9. Encourage other African member states to joint INBAR’s Network and favour the 

establishment of new regional offices precisely one in Central Africa. 

 

 

Further information-  

A full version of the Final Communique and links to the presentation can be found below:     

   

http://www.inbar.int/harnessing-potentials-bamboo-carbon-trading-landscape-restoration-and-

job-creation-cameroon  

PRESENTATIONS - http://goo.gl/L5tSWM   (INBAR SLIDESHARE)

ABOUT – International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) 
 

INBAR is a multilateral development organization of 41 Member States for the promotion of Bamboo and 
Rattan. INBAR plays a unique role in supporting its members to find and demonstrate innovative ways of 
using bamboo and rattan to protect environments and biodiversity, and alleviate poverty.  
 

INBAR connects a global network of partners from the government, private, and not-for-profit sectors to 
define and implement a global agenda for sustainable development with bamboo and rattan.  
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