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Workshop outlines strategy to harness bamboo and rattan for poverty 

alleviation, jobs and the environment  

In an effort to raise the profile of bamboo and rattan as strategic resources for sustainable 

development and green economic growth in Cameroon and across West Africa, a regional 

workshop will explore ways of harnessing these plants for poverty alleviation, jobs, and the 

environment.    

The workshop – to be held in Yaoundé on August 11-12– is an initiative of Cameroon’s Ministries 

of External Relations and Forestry and Wildlife, alongside China’s Green Fund and INBAR – the 

International Network for Bamboo and Rattan.  

This regional meeting – involving senior policymakers, development practitioners and the 

private sector – reflects Cameroon’s growing commitment to bamboo and rattan sector 

development. The workshop will share existing knowledge and expertise on greenhouse gas 

emissions standards and ways to harness bamboo for carbon trading, land restoration and job 

creation.  

Discussions will feed into the development of bamboo-related projects and training initiatives 

that aim to equip bamboo and rattan artisans with the skills to strengthen product innovation, 

quality and marketing.  

Adopting a ‘south-south’ approach, the workshop will also benefit from the assistance of 

Chinese trainers who will explore possibilities for adapting existing carbon accounting 

methodologies for bamboo afforestation/reforestation projects in Cameroon and beyond. In 

recent years, considerable advances in bamboo carbon forestry research have been made, 

primarily in China – offering a growing opportunity for enterprises to purchase bamboo carbon 

offsets.    

China can also provide a wealth of experience on how bamboo can be developed for 

environmental or commercial benefits – expertise that can help Cameroon and countries across 

the region as they shift to greener, more sustainable development strategies.       

Bamboo is a fast-growing plant that brings to many African countries a significant untapped 

potential for generating rural income, restoring degraded landscapes, and combating climate 

change. Developing a green economy for Africa will be critical to sustainable growth as the 

continent’s population doubles by 2050. Bamboo could play a critical role. 

Bamboo and rattan value chains – from forest management through pre-processing to 

transformation – have the potential to create many new jobs, especially in poor, rural areas. The 
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plant also provides a practical and rapid solution for a number of natural resource and policy 

challenges faced by many African countries.  

However, despite the scope that this fast-growing and versatile plant offers for economic 

development, the potential of this strategic resource is overlooked by government planners and 

development agencies in Cameroon and across Africa.  

The reason lies in three main areas: a lack of clear information and evidence; the fact that the 

economic benefits of this plant are not fully recognized; and a lack of enabling environments, 

national policies and action plans. Attendees will discuss these obstacles and explore ways of 

overcoming them.   

Says Dr. Hans Friederich, Director General of INBAR: “Bamboo and rattan are versatile plants 

that provide climate-smart solutions to millions of rural communities. By holding this workshop, 

the government of Cameroon is making a strong commitment to the development of these 

strategic resources – and in doing so helping the country to combat climate change while 

alleviating poverty and providing jobs.”      

—END— 

NOTES International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR)  

INBAR is a multilateral development organisation of 41 Member States for the promotion of 

Bamboo and Rattan. INBAR plays a unique role in supporting its members to find and 

demonstrate innovative ways of using bamboo and rattan to protect environments and 

biodiversity, and alleviate poverty.  

INBAR connects a global network of partners from the government, private, and not-forprofit 

sectors to define and implement a global agenda for sustainable development with bamboo and 

rattan. www.inbar.int  
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