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University of Guayaquil and INBAR Discuss Future Cooperation 

 
 
Beijing, China: A group of five officials from Ecuador, led by University of Guayaquil Academic Vice-
Provost Sonia Ordonez, visited INBAR headquarters in Beijing on December 2 to learn more about 
bamboo research and to discuss mechanisms for the University of Guayaquil and INBAR to formally 
cooperate in promoting bamboo in Ecuador.  The delegation visited INBAR’s showroom to see some of 
the many versatile uses of bamboo and rattan. Vice-Provost Ordonez noted the University of 
Guayaquil’s 17 bamboo patents and its general desire to promote bamboo production, construction, 
industrialization, and social usage. The University is especially focused on promoting bamboo 
construction in earthquake-prone regions following the April earthquake. 
 
In response, INBAR Director General Hans Friederich shared INBAR’s recently published Post-Earthquake 
Assessment on Bamboo Structures and Recommendations for Bamboo Reconstruction along the 
Ecuadorian Coast. He suggested ways for INBAR to facilitate the University of Guayaquil’s work, 
including promoting connections with other universities, especially those in China, promoting training 
for Ecuadorians in China, and inviting University of Guayaquil bamboo engineering experts to joint 
INBAR’s Construction Task Force. Both sides also agreed to work toward translating many of INBAR’s 
technical bamboo documents from English and Chinese into Spanish. The University of Guayaquil and 
INBAR will look into opportunities to strengthen cooperation. 
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NOTES 

 

International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) 
 

INBAR is a multilateral development organization of 41 Member States for the promotion of Bamboo and 
Rattan. INBAR plays a unique role in supporting its members to find and demonstrate innovative ways of 
using bamboo and rattan to protect environments and biodiversity, and alleviate poverty.  
 

INBAR connects a global network of partners from the government, private, and not-for-profit sectors to 
define and implement a global agenda for sustainable development with bamboo and rattan.  
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