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PRESS RELEASE         FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Nepal gears up to build earthquake-resistant structures using bamboo 

 

(1 March 2016, Kathmandu, Nepal) 

 

In an effort to address Nepal‘s post-earthquake housing crisis, a new initiative is harnessing the 

country‘s abundant bamboo resources to rebuild devastated communities and promote sustainable 

livelihoods. On 25 April 2015, a large earthquake left over 300,000 Nepalese homeless. Over 730,000 

structures affected by the earthquake are now in need of upgrading. 

The initiative is funded by the Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) and implemented by the 

International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) in partnership with the Government of Nepal, 

the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), and ABARI, a research and 

design firm that promotes the use of natural materials in contemporary design practices. 

Over the last 15 years, INBAR and private sector partners in Nepal have developed a number of 

modern bamboo building systems that meet international ISO standards and have excellent 

anti-seismic properties. These systems and the related technologies are now mature and can offer an 

affordable, durable, highly renewable, and rapidly deployable source of building materials for 

Nepalese communities affected by the April 2015 earthquake. They have received wide recognition 

and have been implemented in many reconstruction activities in post-earthquake Nepal.  

The sustainable use of Nepal‘s 63,000 hectares of bamboo forests will help generate local 

employment; reduce vulnerability to future earthquakes as bamboo has higher tensile strength than 

steel and greater compressive strength than concrete; remove the need for imports, as construction 

material will be sourced locally; and protect foreign currency reserves. 

―The sustainable use of bamboo in reconstruction efforts can help Nepal ‗build back better‘,‖ said 

Basanta Shrestha, Director of Strategic Cooperation at the International Centre for Integrated 

Mountain Development (ICIMOD), ―And this initiative will provide information to key stakeholders on 

how to put this technology to use.‖ He also highlighted the Centre‘s ongoing support to earthquake 
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recovery and reconstruction through the development of an integrated information platform, support 

to hazard mapping and assessments, development of a framework for resilient livelihoods in 

earthquake-affected areas, and setting up a ‗smart mountain community‘ model village. 

The national workshop on ‗Bamboo for Sustainable Post-Disaster Reconstruction in Nepal‘, held in 

Kathmandu on 1 March, emphasized the importance of bamboo in reconstruction efforts to a wide 

range of stakeholders – including ministers and officials from the government of Nepal, industry 

experts, and representatives from non-governmental organizations and civil society. 

―In the current context of post disaster situation, the workshop has come in an opportune moment. 

Bamboo being a multi-faceted material not only helps in land restoration but also helps in earthquake 

reconstruction as it light weight and strong.‖ Honarable Minister, Agni Prasad Sapkota, Ministry of 

Forest.  

―Bamboo is an amazing resource that combines high tensile strength with rapidly-renewable 

properties,‖ says Hans Friederich, INBAR‘s Director General. ―Used strategically, Nepal‘s ample 

bamboo resources could provide safe, earthquake-resistant housing for the homeless, while 

kick-starting a green economic revolution that offers jobs, opportunity, and a sustainable recovery.‖ 

During the workshop, participants highlighted the various post-disaster programmes currently being 

undertaken in Nepal and discussed potential opportunities to scale up and incorporate CFC project 

models into larger post-disaster reconstruction programmes. 

The current CFC project will build 150 homes and ten transitional schools by May 2016. The major 

success of the project has been the validation and approval of bamboo based school design. The 

school will now be one of the recommended designs of the government. ―Building of bamboo school 

can not only be climate smart but also economically viable- as it will promote local materials, 

traditional values and strengthen local economy.‖ says Dr. Madhav Karki of ABARI 

 

 

[end] 

For more information please contact: 

Nripal Adhikary, INBAR: nripal@inbar.int  

Baya Agarwal, INBAR: bagarwal@inbar.int 

Nira Gurung, ICIMOD, nira.gurung@icimod.org 

 

Note to Editors: 

 

The International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) 

The International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) is a multilateral development organization of 41 

Member States for the promotion of bamboo and rattan. INBAR plays a unique role in supporting its members 

to find and demonstrate innovative ways of using bamboo and rattan to protect environments and biodiversity, 

and alleviate poverty. INBAR connects a global network of partners from the government, private, and 

not-for-profit sectors to define and implement a global agenda for sustainable development with bamboo and 

rattan. www.inbar.int 
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The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) is a regional intergovernmental 

learning and knowledge sharing centre serving the eight regional member countries of the Hindu Kush 

Himalayan (HKH) region – Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal, and Pakistan. 

Our aim is to influence policy and practices to meet environmental and livelihood challenges emerging in the 

HKH region. To do this we bring together researchers, practitioners, and policy makers from the region and 

around the globe to generate and share knowledge, support evidence-based decision making, and encourage 

regional collaboration. ICIMOD delivers impact through its six Regional Programmes of Adaptation to Change, 

Transboundary Landscapes, River Basins, Cryosphere and Atmosphere, Mountain Environment Regional 

Information System, and Himalayan University Consortium. These regional programmes are supported by the 

four Thematic Areas of Livelihoods, Ecosystem Services, Water and Air, and Geospatial Solutions and 

underpinned by Knowledge Management and Communication. ICIMOD seeks to improve the lives and 

livelihoods of mountain women and men. 

 

ABARI 

ABARI is a socially and environmentally committed research, design and construction firm that examines, 

encourages, and celebrates the vernacular architectural tradition of Nepal. As Nepal posses sophisticated 

traditional knowledge of natural materials like adobes, bamboos, stones and reed, ABARI as a research and 

design firm that tries to promulgate these materials into contemporary design practices.Instigated by 

environmental consciousness, health, aesthetic and economic reasons that people are showing—even 

small—a reinvigorated interest to go back to natural building materials like adobe and bamboo. We are seeing 

a modest institutionalized effort to reinvestigate traditional natural materials so that they can be re-appropriated 

to cater to the modern requirements in Nepal. 

 

 

 

 


