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Harnessing the Potential of Bamboo
for Green Development and Sustainable Economy

 
Bamboo for South-South and Trilateral Cooperation in Africa

Beijing, China: Bamboo has been playing a pivotal role in paving the way for a sustainable future. Bamboo in 
Africa has tremendous potential in supplementing the income, increasing economic opportunities apart from its 
innate climate-smart benefits that additionally benefit the environment. However, in many countries this strate-
gic resource remains largely untapped in spite of growing quite abundantly. 

Launched on Monday 30th of May the “Bamboo for South-South and Trilateral Cooperation in Africa” with 
the support of the Embassy of the Republic of Ghana (Beijing) and the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands (Beijing), INBAR or the International Network of Bamboo and Rattan sought to create a platform for 
collaboration and dialogue. Aligned with its 2015 – 2030 strategy of focusing on policy shaping, representa-
tion, advocacy, knowledge sharing, research and country support, INBAR promoted the utilisation of bamboo 
as an effectual option for a sustainable future. 

For South-South and South-South-North partnerships bamboo complements this equation. As a part of this 
initiative the event was held at the Embassy of Ghana (Beijing), INBAR brought together countries of Africa, 
potential investors and funding agencies for dialogue and exchange of ideas for exploring opportunities in 
bamboo development in Africa.  

The opening address was delivered by H.E. Mr. Anani O. Demuyakor the Ambassador of the Republic of 
Ghana and the Vice Chair Representative of INBAR Council. H.E. Mr. Anani Demuyakor remarked, “Bamboo 
is an indigenous African species present throughout most of the continent. INBAR’s technical and policy as-
sistance can help African countries fully tap the benefits of their existing bamboo resources. Ghana has bene-
fited tremendously from its membership in INBAR. INBAR has helped to set up the Bamboo and Rattan De-
velopment Programme within the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources, creating approximately 15,000 
jobs”. Director General of INBAR, Dr. Hans Friederich, introduced a South-North-South project in addition to 
proposing a Sino-Dutch East Africa bamboo project. Bamboo can play a vital role in economic and environ-
mental gain while also contributing to alleviating poverty by serving as an additional source of income for rural 
communities.  

This was followed by remarks from H.E. Mr. André Driessen the Deputy Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Netherlands and Mr. Wang Chunfeng the Deputy Director General of State Forestry Administration, Peoples’ 
Republic of China.  

H.E. Mr. André Driessen said “The Netherlands excels in knowhow with regards to quality and standards of 
Bamboo products. China is a key player in the field of Bamboo”. He further added “The ‘North-South divide’ 
no longer dominates the world we live in but that some common global challenges such as for example climate 
change may best be tackled through the concept of trilateral cooperation in which the old ‘Western World’ col-
laborates with the emerging economic powerhouses such as China as well as with African countries on chal-
lenges of reforestation, poverty and economic growth”. Earlier Mr. Wang Chunfeng had stated, “China is active 
in promoting South-South cooperation and increasing supports to Africa, based on President Mr. Xi Jinping’s 
announcement on the establishment of an RMB 20 billion South-South Climate Cooperation Fund and the pro-
vision of 60 billion USD for ensuring the smooth implementation of ‘A 10-Point Plan in Africa’ in Paris and 
Johannesburg in 2015 respectively. These are providing new opportunities for expanding bamboo development 
in African continent. SFA of China is willing to take INBAR as a very important platform to step up bamboo 
development in Africa, especially through transferring relevant technology and knowhow, enhancing relevant 
capability, implementing pilot projects, and encouraging more enterprise to establishing processing industry in 
Africa”.   

A panel discussion was held on conclusion of the remarks and featured H.E. Mr. André M.A. Driessen, Deputy 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands; Mr. Wang Chunfeng, Deputy Director General of the State 
Forestry Administration, China; H.E. Mr. Michael H.E. Mr. Kinyanjui Mukiri, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Kenya; Mr. Niels Vestergaard Knudsen, Assistant Country Director, Team Leader South-South Policy, United 
Nations Development Program; Mr. Xu Kai, Director of Liaison Office of Human Resources Development of 
the Ministry of Commerce, China - as panel members.   
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The primary objective of this platform was to promote a greater understanding of the current situation on 
South-South and Trilateral cooperation. Harnessing the benefits of bamboo for creating sustainable develop-
ment it also explored practical solutions on various issues and challenges. Advancing bamboo utilisation 
through feasible processes and innovation this event fostered increased opportunities, promoted learning and 
supported partnership development for South-South and Triangular cooperation. 

--END-- 

NOTES 

International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) 

INBAR is a multilateral development organization of 41 Member States for the promotion of Bamboo and Rattan. INBAR plays a unique 
role in supporting its members to find and demonstrate innovative ways of using bamboo and rattan to protect environments and biodiver-
sity, and alleviate poverty.  

INBAR connects a global network of partners from the government, private, and not-for-profit sectors to define and implement a global 

agenda for sustainable development with bamboo and rattan. www.inbar.int 

http://www.inbar.int

