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Timor-Leste and INBAR Increase Cooperation on Bamboo and 
Rattan 

Beijing, China: A delegation of 7 Timor-Leste Members of Parliament, the Timor-Leste 
Ambassador to China, and five accompanying staff visited INBAR headquarters in Beijing 
on June 21 to learn more about the tremendous ecological benefits of bamboo and rattan. 
The delegation, led by President of the Specialised Commission for Education; Health; 
Youth and Sports; Social Solidarity; and Gender Equality Virgilio da Costa Hornai, visited 
INBAR’s showroom to see some of the many versatile uses of bamboo and rattan.  

The Members of Parliament noted the economic, cultural, and environmental value that 
bamboo can bring to Timor-Leste and pledged to make bamboo a priority in Timor-Leste’s 
national development policy over the coming years to alleviate poverty. They lamented that 
bamboo is currently either thrown away or only utilised for basic tasks because of a lack of 
understanding on how bamboo can be properly monetised.  

They vowed to explore how Timor-Leste could become a formal member of INBAR so that 
Timor-Leste could receive additional technical cooperation and training. They expressed 
appreciation for INBAR Director General Hans Friederich’s February 2016 trip to Timor-
Leste and vowed to strengthen cooperation with INBAR via the Timor-Leste Embassy to 
China.  

INBAR Deputy Director General Li Zhiyong agreed to such continued cooperation and 
noted the successful September 2015 visit of the Timor-Leste First Lady to Beijing. He 
pledged that INBAR would continue inviting Timor-Leste participants to attend the 
Government of China’s capacity building workshops on bamboo and rattan. 
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—END— 

NOTES 

International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) 

INBAR is a multilateral development organisation of 41 Member States for the promotion of 
Bamboo and Rattan. INBAR plays a unique role in supporting its members to find and 
demonstrate innovative ways of using bamboo and rattan to protect environments and 
biodiversity, and alleviate poverty. 

INBAR connects a global network of partners from the government, private, and not-for-
profit sectors to define and implement a global agenda for sustainable development with 
bamboo and rattan. www.inbar.int 

http://www.inbar.int

