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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen.  

As two of the world’s most important non-timber forest resources, bamboo and rattan 
are strategic natural resources for South-South cooperation, distributed widely and 
abundantly in countries along the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road and the Silk Road 
Economic Belt.  

Bamboo and rattan can play a strategic role for climate change action, green 
infrastructure and land restoration, livelihoods development and poverty alleviation, 
especially for developing countries along the Belt and Road. 

The Belt and Road Initiative connects the continents of Asia, Africa and Europe.  The 
starting point is China, the global leader in bamboo development and production, and 
the end point is the European Union, the world’s largest bamboo and rattan importer.  

Established in 1997, INBAR is the only international Inter-Governmental organisation 
which aims to promote sustainable development of bamboo and rattan sectors, and 
the first IGO headquartered in China. INBAR’s mission is to improve the well-being of 
bamboo and rattan areas, and to set a vision for long-term cooperation with bamboo 
and rattan.   

Our aim is to increase the interest and attention of the global investment and donor 
community, and to foster recognition of bamboo and rattan in different sectors. This 
will help Member states to develop their bamboo and rattan resources for poverty 
alleviation, livelihood development, employment creation and income generation, 
environmental protection and climate change action, in order to achieve a green 
economy and inclusive sustainable development.   

We are committed to formally joining the Belt and Road Initiative, with the aim to push 
forward the sustainable development of bamboo and rattan industry and economy at 
national, regional and global levels, through bilateral and multilateral cooperation.  We 
hope you will join us in greening the Belt and Road! 
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