


BAMBOO

Bamboo is a very useful plant for sustainable land management. Its extensive, shallow
root systems conserve water and bind soil in place, preventing soil erosion and protecting
riverbanks, dam sites and lakes. Bamboo can also create important livelihood opportunities
for people who live in watersheds and degraded landscapes.

PROJECT BACKGROUND

Land degradation is a pervasive problem in Ethiopia, particularly in the highlands.
Deforestation, the loss of vegetation cover, and increasing demand for forest products
such as firewood and charcoal, contribute to the problem. When not managed, degraded
land harms the livelihoods of the rural poor, who cannot earn an income from the soil.

PROJECT OVERVIEW

This project is part of a wider World Bank initiative, the Sustainable Land Management
Programme. INBAR is working with Ethiopia’s Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock,
providing technical assistance to help integrate bamboo into land restoration solutions
across Ethiopia’s watersheds. This involves facilitating the transfer of appropriate
technologies, skills and knowledge for bamboo seedling production, afforestation, and
developing capacity for farmers and experts to implement bamboo-based solutions. The
project has been running from January 2016 to December 2018.

INBAR is providing technical assistance on a number of levels: preparing baseline study
reports for target regions and developing regional plans for bamboo afforestation;
transferring new technologies; preparing training materials and conducting training as
well as creating bamboo market analyses.
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ACHIEVEMENTS SO FAR

So far, the project has achieved the following outcomes:

® Prepared six baseline study reports and ® Conducted bamboo value chain and
five bamboo afforestation plans market study assessments

® Strengthened six bamboo nurseries, and ® Planted 600 hectares of bamboo on
established one new nursery degraded land

® Transferred new technologies, includingthe @ Trained over 1400 farmers and experts,

introduction of 12 bamboo species, plastic about bamboo propagation, afforestation,
shed nets for nurseries, and bamboo macro management and harvesting to furniture
proliferation and thinning techniques production

® Produced two million bamboo seedlings ® Organised one bamboo tour to China.

® Prepared one training manual on bamboo
cultivation and utilisation



