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The International Bamboo and Rattan Organisation (INBAR) is the multilateral development organisation of 44 Member
States for the promotion of bamboo and rattan. INBAR supports its Member States to include bamboo and rattan in their
sustainable development action plans and green economy strategies. It promotes innovative ways of using bamboo and
rattan to improve rural livelihoods, protect the environment, address climate change and issues of international bamboo
and rattan trade and standards. INBAR connects a global network of partners from governments, private and NGO
sectors to promote a global agenda for sustainable development using bamboo and rattan.
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Abbreviations
BARC 2018

The Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress

CAF

The Chinese Academy of Forestry

FAO

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN

FOCAC

The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation

GABAR

Global Assessment of Bamboo and Rattan for green development

GFFFN

The Global Forest Financing Facilitation Network

GSTIC

The Global Sustainable Technology and Innovation Conference

ICBR

The International Centre for Bamboo and Rattan, China

ICBS 2018

The Third International Conference on Modern Bamboo Structures

IFAD

The International Fund for Agricultural Development

INBAR

The International Bamboo and Rattan Organisation

ISO

The International Organization for Standardization

MOFCOM

Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China
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Foreword from
the Chair & Co-Chair
Lucie Edwards
Board Chair

Jiang Zehui

Board Co-Chair

Thank you for reading this report and for your continued

an important platform to raise awareness of these plants’

interest in bamboo and rattan.

potential. With a large exhibition, three plenary sessions

In INBAR’s 20th anniversary Annual Report for 2017, we were
delighted to share a personal message of support and warm
congratulations from the President of China, H.E. Xi Jinping,
and the President of Ethiopia, H.E. Mulatu Teshome. This year,
INBAR continued to receive high-level support for INBAR’s work.

and almost 80 thematic sessions, participants could observe
the many innovations taking place in the bamboo and rattan
sector. At the end of the Congress, the Beijing Declaration
was launched, a call to action for the further development of
these plants around the world.
Our work was not just confined to the Congress. In

At the Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress (BARC 2018) in

September, INBAR attended for the first time the UN

June, INBAR received messages of support from several political

General Assembly as an Obser ver: a testament to

and international leaders: China’s Premier, the Presidents

the importance of nature-based solutions for global

of Colombia and Ecuador, the Administrator of the UN

challenges. Earlier this year, INBAR became a member

Development Programme, the Director General of the Food

of the International Coalition for Green Development

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Executive Secretary

of the Belt and Road. And at the huge Forum on China-

of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. In

Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) that took place in Beijing in

addition to these important messages, during 2018, the INBAR

September, leaders in China and across Africa agreed on

Secretariat welcomed two heads of state to its headquarters:

a plan that specifically lists bamboo and rattan as strategic

the President of Cameroon H.E. Paul Biya and the President of

nature-based resources, signalling important steps forward

Madagascar H.E. Hery Rajaonarimampianina. We are delighted

for international cooperation using these plants.

to see so many leading figures praise the importance of
bamboo and rattan for sustainable, green development.

Time goes quickly at INBAR, and it is with great sadness that,

This huge show of political support is in no small part due

Li Zhiyong. We are, however, delighted to welcome Professor Lu

to the impressive work of INBAR. The year 2018 was a good

Wenming as INBAR’s new Deputy Director General. Professor

example of this. The Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress,

Lu is an expert on forestry policy and economics hailing from

which was co-hosted in Beijing this year by INBAR and China’s

the Chinese Academy of Forestry. We are looking forward to the

National Forestry and Grassland Administration, provided

continued good work of the INBAR Secretariat in 2019.

this year, we bid farewell to INBAR Deputy Director General Dr.
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Foreword from
the Director General
Hans Friederich
Director General

The year 2018 will be remembered at INBAR Headquarters

global map of bamboo distribution. This will be formalised in

for one event in particular: the Global Bamboo and Rattan

2020, with the publication of FAO's latest Forest Resources

Congress. It was my absolute pleasure to co-host this incredible

Assessment. As usual, all our research goes hand in hand

three-day event in Beijing in partnership with China’s National

with policy support, training and on-the-ground project work:

Forestry and Grassland Administration. If you were there, you

valuable activities which give people across the value chain

already know about the excellent discussions that were had

the tools they need to start making more use of bamboo and

and the important new platforms and partnerships forged as

rattan.

a result. For those who did not attend, I urge you to read our
recap of the Congress on pages 3 to 6 and to find a copy of our

In November 2018, the Board of Trustees held its 22nd

report, ‘The road from the Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress

meeting. Earlier in the year, we said goodbye to Dr. Andrew

2018’, in our online library.

Bennett, our former Chair of the Board, and we welcomed
our new Chair, Professor Lucie Edwards: an academic and

The Congress was not the only highlight of our year. INBAR

former diplomat hailing from one of INBAR’s founding

was present at a wide range of international events, including

Members, Canada. Under Professor Edwards’ leadership, we

meetings of the UN General Assembly and the UN Framework

are excited to continue working to expand INBAR’s reach and

Convention on Climate Change, the Global Landscape Forum

membership around the world.

and the Global Sustainable Technology and Innovation
Conference (GSTIC). Moreover, we welcomed the Presidents

Next year will bring fresh chances to promote the importance

of Cameroon and Madagascar to visit our Headquarters. We

of nature-based solutions. In particular, INBAR will be playing

signed the establishment agreement for a new Central Africa

a large role in the International Horticultural Exhibition 2019:

Regional Office, which will help strengthen our presence in this

a six-month-long international event in Beijing, China which

very important bamboo and rattan area, and we were delighted

aims to showcase how to ‘live green, live better’.

to welcome a new Member, the Central African Republic.

Sadly, this will be my last report as Director General of INBAR,

The Global Assessment of Bamboo and Rattan for green

as I will be stepping down in April 2019. I am happy to be

development (GABAR) continues apace, advancing our

leaving the organisation at a time when it has increased

knowledge of global bamboo and rattan distribution and

global recognition and strong international support. And I

helping countries understand the local potential of these plants.

remain very confident in INBAR's future role, in helping to

In particular, we are excited to be contributing to an updated

build a sustainable, nature-based world.
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THE GLOBAL BAMBOO AND
RATTAN CONGRESS
With over 1200 participants from 70 countries, 80 parallel and thematic
sessions, and countless new ideas, the Global Bamboo and Rattan
Congress made some real steps forward for raising the profile of
bamboo and rattan.

F

rom 25 to 27 June 2018, the Global

Despite their huge potential to contribute to many

Bamboo and Rattan Congress (BARC

environmental and socioeconomic issues, bamboo

2018) opened its doors to countries

and rattan are often underutilised or confined

around the globe. Co-hosted by INBAR and China’s

to certain industries and areas. The overarching

National Forestry and Grassland Administration,

theme of the Congress was ‘Enhancing South–

BARC 2018 welcomed more than 1200

South Cooperation for Green Development through

participants from 70 countries, including ministers,

Bamboo and Rattan's Contribution to the Sustainable

policymakers and representatives from research

Development Goals’, and discussions included how

institutes, development organisations, UN bodies

to involve bamboo and rattan in many development

and the private sector.

priorities: sustainable commodity production,
disaster-resilient construction, poverty alleviation,

The aim of BARC 2018 was to promote partnerships

climate change mitigation and adaptation, land

for the development of bamboo and rattan.

restoration and biodiversity protection.
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Panelists at the High-Level Dialogue on South-South Cooperation and the Belt and Road Initiative. From left to right: Gunter Pauli, the Club of Rome;
Francois Martel, Pacific Island Development Forum, Fiji; Charlotte Salford, IFAD; Paul van de Logt, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Netherlands; Dessima
Williams, former UN Special Advisor for implementation of the SDGs; Jenny Kim, Global Green Growth Institute; Cynthia Villar, Chair, Senate Committee
on Agriculture, the Philippines; Hans Friederich, Director General of INBAR.

High-level support for nature-based solutions

B

ARC 2018 made one thing clear: bamboo is

change, innovation and industry development – and around 80

enjoying more support than ever before. At the

parallel sessions. Gunter Pauli, engineer and pioneer of circular

opening ceremony of the Congress, heads of state

economy innovations, spoke in a high-level dialogue on South–

including the Premier of China H.E. Li Keqiang, the former

South cooperation, the Belt and Road Initiative and his latest

President of Colombia and Nobel Laureate H.E. Juan Manuel

inventions using bamboo. In a session on the second day about

Santos, and the President of Ecuador H.E. Lenín Moreno sent

climate change, Executive Secretary of the UN Framework

messages affirming the importance of bamboo and rattan for

Convention on Climate Change, Patricia Espinosa, presented

sustainable growth and development. The heads of several

a video message stating, ‘Nature-based solutions like bamboo

intergovernmental organisations also raised their support

and rattan do not just contribute to sustainable development;

for bamboo and rattan’s usefulness in the UN Sustainable

they also help build the kind of world we want’. John Hardy,

Development Agenda: Achim Steiner, Administrator of the UN

well-known founder of The Green School in Bali, Indonesia,

Development Programme, and José Graziano da Silva, Director

relived his TED talk about using bamboo for construction in a

General of FAO.

plenary session on innovations. These speakers were among
a great many representatives from the government, UN and

BARC 2018 also included a ministerial summit, three high-level

private sector who spoke in plenary sessions about how to

dialogues – which covered South–South cooperation, climate

promote the use of bamboo and rattan.

4
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The Congress also took the opportunity to celebrate the

of bamboo. Madame Jiang was presented with a lifetime

contribution of several ‘bamboo heroes’, including Madame

achievement award by Rubén Flores, Ecuador’s Minister

Jiang Zehui, Co-Chair of INBAR’s Board of Trustees and a

of Agriculture and representative of Ecuador as INBAR’s

lifelong forest scientist and advocate of the importance

Council Chair.

Shitaye Minale, Deputy Speaker of the House, Ethiopia; a selection of high-level government officials and representatives from INBAR’s Member
States and partners; John Hardy, the TED talk speaker and founder of Green School in Indonesia.

New programmes, partnerships and directions

O

ne of the key aims of BARC 2018 was to facilitate

in INBAR’s mission to promote bamboo and rattan development

new collaborations for the development of the

across the region.

international bamboo and rattan sector. On the

first day, INBAR and the International Fund for Agricultural

Finally, new agreements were signed between INBAR and

Development (IFAD) launched a new project, starting next

many strategic partners, including the International Tropical

year, which aims to develop the bamboo sectors across

Timber Organization, the Forum for Agricultural Research in

Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana and Madagascar. The multi-million-

Africa, the Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa and

dollar project will target 30,000 rural smallholder farmers and

the Commission of Central African Forests. Together, INBAR

community members, particularly women and youth, who

and the International Centre for Bamboo and Rattan (ICBR)

will be taught how to plant, manage and create value-added

also signed a statement of intent to create the International

products and biomass energy using bamboo.

Bamboo and Rattan Research Institute of Innovation. Moreover,
several research organisations – ICBR, the University of British

At the Congress, the Central African Republic was announced

Columbia, the Forest Research Institute Malaysia, the University

as the newest Member of INBAR and the fourth in the Central

of Lisboa and West Virginia University – announced the

Africa region. To coordinate work across these four countries,

formation of a new International Innovation Alliance Initiative

INBAR Director General Dr. Hans Friederich announced plans to

for Bamboo and Rattan Research and Development, which will

launch a new Regional Office in Yaoundé, Cameroon. The Office,

enable further innovation and international cooperation on

which will enjoy the same diplomatic privileges as INBAR’s other

the conservation, development and use of global bamboo and

Regional Offices around the world, should be an important step

rattan resources.
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Exhibiting the latest
innovations

T

he Congress included many exhibitions. The
main exhibition area was divided into pavilions
showcasing products from Africa, Asia, Latin America
and INBAR’s host country, China. A separate section was
reserved for Yong’an and Meishan, two prefecture-level cities in
China which boast large bamboo sectors and were key strategic
supporters of the Congress. A final area displayed some of the
more innovative and artistic products made using bamboo and
rattan, including charcoal, bicycles, furniture and flooring, and
even featured a bamboo-based wind turbine blade.
The government of Meishan also hosted an exhibition in
partnership with BARC 2018. The event, which ran from 29
June to 1 July, featured work from around 200 exhibitors and
welcomed guests from over 40 countries: a major feat of
awareness raising for Chinese bamboo innovation.

Publishing the Beijing
Declaration

A

nnounced on the third day of the Congress, the
Beijing Declaration marks a significant step in the
development of bamboo and rattan as nature-based
tools for sustainable development. The Beijing Declaration is
addressed to all ‘ministers, senior officials and [BARC 2018]
participants’, and urges them to scale up the use of bamboo
and rattan to help ‘achieve many of the social, economic and
environmental goals and targets of the UN 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development’.
The Declaration was first circulated to INBAR Members at the
first Council Working Group Meeting of the 11th INBAR Council
in April 2018 and was distributed during the first day of BARC
2018. It was subsequently amended by the Secretariat based
on recommendations. The final declaration serves as a standard
by which INBAR can measure future work and as a reminder to
encourage Congress participants to include bamboo and rattan in
their policies and development plans.

Translating the Beijing Declaration into action: Highlights from BARC 2018
In the spirit of the Beijing Declaration, many new policies, projects and platforms were established at BARC 2018 for the
future of bamboo and rattan. These include:

Expanding our work on biodiversity
Biodiversity was a key focus area at BARC 2018. Discussions focused on the important role of bamboo in a new panda
conservation area to be opened in Sichuan, China. By the end of the Congress, representatives from several prestigious
nature conservation organisations, including the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and the World Wildlife
Fund, had committed their support to a potential planning workshop in 2019.

Construction side conference
Construction was a key theme running through BARC 2018. The Sustainable Bamboo Building Materials Symposium and
Third International Conference on Modern Bamboo Structures (ICBS 2018), which was held during the Congress, supplied
an open forum for experts around the world to exchange information and to discuss topics related to design, analysis,
testing, manufacturing and construction of modern bamboo structures. More than 200 participants from around 30
countries attended ICBS 2018, including officials from international organisations, researchers from universities and research
institutes, architects, structural engineers, landscape designers, manufacturers, artisans and students.

Showcasing bamboo’s climate change potential
In a fitting finale to an incredible three-day event, on the last day of BARC 2018, the China Green Carbon Foundation
announced a plan to help make the Congress carbon neutral. In her announcement, Dr. Li Nuyun, Executive Vice-President of
the foundation, stated that her organisation will help establish a bamboo plantation in Yunnan Province, China. The project
aims to sequester the estimated 2000 tons of carbon dioxide generated over the three-day Congress.
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POLICY SHAPING
In 2018, INBAR continued its work promoting bamboo and rattan in socioeconomic and environmental development policies at national, regional and
international levels.

New work on
standardisation

S

quality of bamboo structures. The standard is the final output
of an INBAR-funded project, Strength Grading of Bamboo, led
by David Trujillo, Chair of INBAR’s Construction Task Force. It
is hoped that the new ISO standard will make an important

tandardisation has been an important part of

contribution to the safety of bamboo structures, and encourage

INBAR’s work for years. Although there are over

their uptake by countries around the world.

1600 species of bamboo and 600 species of rattan,

each with very different characteristics, bamboo and rattan

Contributing to
bamboo policies

products are generally classified in the broader category
‘wood’ and lack specific tests and requirements – meaning that
products are often of wildly varying types and quality. This, in
turn, can prevent their export to international markets and the
growth of the bamboo and rattan sector. In 2018, INBAR worked
with its long-standing partner, the International Organization
for Standardization (ISO), to help resolve some of these issues.

A

supportive policy environment is an incredibly
important way to boost the development of the
bamboo and rattan sector, as the case of China

(see page 14) shows. As part of INBAR’s Dutch-Sino East Africa
In February, INBAR was made the convener of Working Group

project and South–South Knowledge Transfers project in Africa

4 (WG 4) under ISO Technical Committee 296. The Committee,

(see page 15), policy support is being provided to help develop

or ISO/TC 296, is the first to focus on developing standards

national strategies and action plans across Ethiopia, Kenya and

for bamboo and rattan products. WG4 focuses specifically

Uganda. INBAR is also working with Madagascar and Tanzania

on rattan: the spiky climbing palm which forms the basis for

on similar plans, which should be finalised in 2019.

millions of people’s livelihoods, especially in Southeast Asia and
Central Africa. INBAR will lead the Working Group until 2020.

Outside Africa, national policies are also being developed

The work of ISO/TC 296 WG4 is supported by INBAR’s Task Force

with the support of GABAR. In Ecuador, a national sustainable

on Rattan Uses and Development, which is currently working

bamboo development strategy has been submitted to

on the first international standard for rattan terminologies,

Ecuador’s government for approval. INBAR has also facilitated

scheduled for publication by 2020.

the inclusion of bamboo construction in the country’s new ‘A
House for All’ programme, which aims to supply hundreds of

Meanwhile, in September, a new standard for bamboo

thousands of new homes. In Thailand, INBAR is supporting the

structures developed with INBAR’s support was published

government’s new plan for the sustainable development of

by the ISO/TC 165. ISO 19624:2018 deals with the structural

bamboo and rattan by conducting a value chain analysis. These

grading of bamboo culms for construction and can be used

plans will contribute to much-needed political support and

as part of official grading systems to ensure the safety and

investment in the countries’ bamboo and rattan sectors.
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Encouraging bamboo and rattan use in Africa

W

ith 19 Members and two Regional Offices in

capital Yaoundé and will help to provide technical support for

Africa, INBAR is very active in promoting the use

local bamboo and rattan projects, including building capacity

of bamboo and rattan across the tropical belt

and training, technology transfer, nursery establishment and

of this continent. In 2018, INBAR raised the importance

appropriate landscape management. Speaking at the signing

of bamboo and rattan to Africa in two very special ways:

ceremony, the Ambassador of Cameroon to China H.E. Martin

by welcoming two African heads of state to visit the

Mpana expressed his delight at a stronger relationship between

Secretariat Headquarters in Beijing. In March, President of

the country and INBAR, saying Cameroon was ‘looking forward

Cameroon H.E. Paul Biya visited INBAR as part of a state visit

to closer cooperation with the INBAR Secretariat and the

to China. At the end of the tour, Mr. Biya presented INBAR

Government of the People’s Republic of China’.

with a signed statement, congratulating INBAR on its work and
saying, ‘Bamboo and rattan are very significant for sustainable

This support from African heads of state was mirrored on an

development in Africa and across the world’. In September, the

even more high-level platform: the Forum on China–Africa

President of Madagascar H.E. Hery Rajaonarimampianina also

Cooperation, FOCAC, a recurring political event attended by

paid a visit to INBAR’s Headquarters. Mr. Rajaonarimampianina

heads of state from China and many countries in Africa, which

agreed that there is great potential for bamboo and rattan to

in 2018 was hosted in Beijing. Bamboo and rattan played an

help his country’s development and said, ‘Madagascar looks

outsized role in discussions at FOCAC. In his opening speech,

forward to working more closely with INBAR to develop our

Chinese President H.E. Xi Jinping announced the establishment

national bamboo and rattan industry’.

of a China–Africa Bamboo Center as one of several major new
Sino–African environmental projects. Significantly, bamboo

In September, INBAR and Cameroon formally agreed to

and rattan are also mentioned in the Beijing Action Plan, which

establish a new INBAR Regional Office in Central Africa in a

was signed by China and all African heads of state present

signing ceremony held at the Embassy of Cameroon in Beijing,

on 4 September. The Plan includes the pledge that China and

China. The new Regional Office will be INBAR’s third in Africa

Africa ‘will work together to… actively support Africa’s capacity-

and fifth overall, joining a global list including Ecuador, Ethiopia,

building in the sustainable management of bamboo and rattan

Ghana and India. The Office will be based in Cameroon’s

resources’ as a means for ‘poverty alleviation’.

H.E. Biya and H.E. Rajaonarimampianina’s visits each included a tour of ICBR’s bamboo and rattan showroom, where they looked at a wide range
of products made from plant fibre.
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Introducing climate-smart innovations globally

I

n 2018, INBAR highlighted the climate-smart

Poland. At COP 24, INBAR focused on showing the potential

p o te n t i a l o f b a m b o o t o p o l i c y m a ke rs a n d

of bamboo and rattan to contribute to large infrastructure

investors during BARC 2018 and at several

initiatives, such as the Belt and Road. In an event organised

important global events.

by INBAR and the UN Office for South-South Cooperation,
senior experts from the UN and representatives from INBAR

During the UN General Assembly in September, the INBAR

Members Canada, China and Nepal raised awareness about

Director General held meetings with the UN Deputy Secretary

bamboo’s potential.

General about the upcoming UN Climate Change Summit
in 2019. It is hoped that climate-smart bamboo and rattan
innovations will play a role in the Summit. In November, INBAR
took part in the Global Sustainable Technology and Innovation
Conference, GSTIC, in Brussels, Belgium. INBAR Director General
Hans Friederich and bamboo climate change expert Pablo van
der Lugt led one plenary session of this event and introduced
a roster of important bamboo innovations and up-and-coming
entrepreneurs, including the latest developments in bamboo
housing, bicycles, road signs and drainage pipes.
In December, in Bonn, Germany, INBAR signed the Global
Landscapes Forum Charter, making it a new member of the
largest knowledge-led platform on sustainable land use. INBAR
can use this new platform to promote bamboo and rattan
solutions for sustainable, holistic landscape solutions.
Finally, in December, INBAR took part in the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change COP 24, held in Katowice,

At the end of the GSTIC bamboo session, a bamboo bicycle was presented
to Lieve Fransen, a Senior Adviser to the European Policy Centre.

Agreeing on further collaboration with Yibin, China

O

n M ay 1 7 , 2 0 1 8 , I N BA R a n d t h e m u n i c i p a l

covering some 4000 hectares. The new agreement recognises

government of Yibin, Sichuan Province, signed a

INBAR’s long collaboration with Yibin and establishes a strategic

long-term strategic partnership agreement. Yibin is

partnership for future work together – including the creation

a well-known bamboo city, with a long history and culture of

of an international bamboo gene library, the co-organisation

bamboo use and a strong bamboo-based economy. It is also the

of several important events and the promotion of bamboo

home of the famous Shunan ‘bamboo sea’, a vast bamboo forest

artisanry on the international and domestic market
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REPRESENTATION AND ADVOCACY
INBAR continues to coordinate inputs on bamboo and rattan from a growing global
network of Members and partners and to represent the needs of Members on the
global stage.

Latin America and
the Caribbean

E

cuador is currently the Chair of the INBAR Council,

a binational Bamboo Congress in Piura, Peru, with more
than 400 participants from the two countries. In Manabi,
Ecuador, a series of discussion forums took place on the
role of bamboo for sustainable construction and climate
change mitigation.

and President H.E. Lenín Moreno sent a video
statement for BARC 2018 in June.

Asia

In Xalapa, Mexico, during August, INBAR gave a keynote
speech at the 11th World Bamboo Congress: an event which
attracted about 300 people from around the world, including
a great many representatives from Latin America. In the
same month, INBAR was also present at a workshop in Brazil

I

n April, INBAR attended the Asia Pacific Rainforest
Summit in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. The theme of
the conference was ‘Protecting forests and people,

about developing bamboo value chains. The seminar, which

supporting economic growth’, and conversations focused on

was organised by INBAR’s focal point the Ministry of Science,

conservation, livelihoods and investment. During the same trip,

Technology, Innovation and Communication, included a variety

INBAR met with its Indonesian focal points, key figures from the

of representatives from the government and private sector.

Rattan Task Force and some representatives from the bamboo
renewable energy private sector.

In November, INBAR co-hosted the Caribbean International
Bamboo Symposium in Jamaica: a major event which aimed to

In India, INBAR spoke at a seminar on the potential of the

spread awareness about the potential of bamboo to contribute to

bamboo industry in Chhattisgarh. The purpose of the seminar,

green growth in the Caribbean region. At the conference, William

held in May, was to inspire the development of the bamboo

J.C. Hutchinson, Minister without Portfolio for Industry, Commerce,

sector into a lucrative industry across the value chain. INBAR

Agriculture and Fisheries, announced, ‘Bamboo is now officially

was also present at the Government of Bihar’s ‘Bamboo

recognised and will receive the status by the Government as a new

Conclave’ in June, to help share experiences in areas such as

industrial crop in Jamaica, and so receive all the rights, privileges

bamboo productivity, supportive policies and other mechanisms

and benefits accorded other cultivated crops in Jamaica’.

to promote the bamboo industry. Finally, INBAR took part in
the two-day Mizoram World Bamboo Day 2018 organised by

In the same month, INBAR also helped organise the Costa Rica

the Indian government and German development organisation

Bamboo Symposium on the development and use of bamboo across

GIZ, to raise awareness about bamboo’s potential for livelihood

Central America, with the participation of more than 200 people.

creation and green growth.

As part of a new project in Latin America (see page 17),

In Thailand, INBAR met with national focal points the Royal

in November, INBAR co-organised several events for a

Forest Department to discuss how to address gaps in knowledge

Bamboo Week in Ecuador and Peru. The week included

about Thai bamboos, their distribution and uses.
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In 2018, INBAR also helped to organise a delegation

The most important developments for Africa were the

from the Philippines to visit Zhejiang Province on a

recognition of bamboo and rattan during the Forum for

bamboo tour. The delegation, headed by Senator Cynthia

China–Africa Cooperation (see page 8), a major recurring

Villar, included several high-ranking policymakers and

political event attended by heads of state from China and

entrepreneurs.

most countries in Africa.

Africa

I

NBAR joined the annual meeting of ISO TC/296
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in September to
build capacity for bamboo standardisation and

Host country relations

A

s usual, 2018 was a busy year for bamboo
development in China, the host country of INBAR
and home of the INBAR Secretariat Headquarters.

carbon sequestration methodologies. In June, INBAR also

In June, China’s National Forestry and Grassland Administration

organised a tree planting campaign in Amhara to create

co-hosted the Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress with INBAR:

awareness for some 700 policymakers, line department

a huge event which attracted some 1200 participants from

officials and local communities about bamboo’s land

almost 70 countries (see BARC 2018, pages 3 to 6).

restoration potential.
INBAR also has taken part in events with some of its strategic
In March, three delegates from Togo visited Ghana to learn

local partners in China. INBAR took part in the Meishan

more about the country’s bamboo sector, with an aim to

Exhibition after BARC 2018 in early July (see page 6). INBAR was

start building capacity for bamboo development in Togo.

invited to speak at the Summit of the Chinese Bamboo Industry

The INBAR Director General followed up by meeting with

in Shanghai in the middle of July and at the opening ceremony

the President of Togo, H.E. Faure Gnassingbé, during the

of the Bamboo Products Expo in Yong’an, Fujian, in October.

UN General Assembly. In September, INBAR co-organised
a National Bamboo and Rattan Investment Forum with the

In September, INBAR co-organised the international garden festival

Ghana Climate Innovation Centre and other stakeholders.

with Beijing Forestry University for an exhibition on Bamboo

The forum brought together about 200 stakeholders across

Architecture Design, and a side event on the green development

forestry, bioenergy, business and land restoration to discuss

of the bamboo community during the Beijing International Design

bamboo’s uses for socioeconomic growth and environmental

Week, to promote bamboo’s contribution to the circular economy.

protection.

In October, INBAR also co-sponsored the Plenary Session of the
Fourth International Congress on Planted Forests in Beijing and

In 2018, INBAR also facilitated the formation of three

spoke at the 60th anniversary of the Chinese Academy of Forestry.

bamboo associations: Uganda Bamboo Association, Bamboo
Association of Kenya and Ethiopia Bamboo Association,

INBAR was also active at the November meeting of the China

to undertake advocacy and to ensure the long-term

Council for International Cooperation on Environment and

sustainability of project interventions. INBAR also helped to

Development, an important China-based think tank. Finally,

facilitate the participation of bamboo stakeholders in three

in November, INBAR spoke at the 10th China Bamboo Culture

major exhibitions and trade fairs in Kenya and Uganda, and

Festival, which was held in Taojiang County, Hunan Province,

took to the airwaves to promote bamboo in four radio-based

about the increasing importance of developing and using

awareness programmes in Uganda.

bamboo in the context of deforestation.
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KNOWLEDGE SHARING
AND LEARNING
Over the year, INBAR shared knowledge, provided training and
raised awareness of the relevance of bamboos and rattans as
plants and commodities.

New reports on bamboo’s role in land
restoration and carbon storage

T

wo new INBAR reports, published

as PVC, cement and steel – the report shows that

i n 2 0 1 8 , h av e m a d e i m p o r t a n t

bamboo can sequester more carbon than certain

c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h e l i te ra t u re

species of tree.

regarding bamboo’s uses.
A second report, released in 2018 as part of
The first report, published in June, analyses the

INBAR's GABAR initiative, shows the positive

carbon emissions saved by substituting emissions-

benefits which bamboo has had as a tool to

intensive materials for bamboo. The report

restore degraded land. The report, written by

shows how bamboo products can save carbon

FAO, INBAR and the New Partnership for Africa’s

by replacing cement, plastics and other more

Development, looked at cases where bamboo

emissions-intensive materials.

has been used to restore degraded land across
Colombia, Ghana, India, Nepal, South Africa,

As the report shows, bamboo’s fast growth rate

Tanzania, Thailand, as well as Anji and Chishui

means it can be harvested regularly, creating many

counties in China. As the nine case studies

durable products which store carbon over several

show, bamboo’s unique properties mean it can

years, in addition to the carbon stored in the plant

revegetate even the most degraded soils within

itself. When the carbon stored in bamboo forests

a short period. Aside from its environmental

and durable products is combined with its ability

benefits, the report highlighted that bamboo

to ‘displace’ the carbon which would have been

can also be of great economic importance,

used in more emissions-intensive materials – such

generating jobs for local communities.
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Training and capacity-building

T

hroughout 2018, INBAR continued to facilitate a

trained some 305 participants from 26 countries. Training

wide range of training courses across its Member

included a seminar on bamboo and rattan’s use for poverty

States, involving over 5000 participants.

alleviation, a policy-oriented workshop on South–South
cooperation for sustainable development and a seminar on

Training was a key part of several projects, including the South–

technology innovation and standardisation in the context of

South knowledge transfers project (581 people trained); the

China’s Belt and Road Initiative. Of particular note, MOFCOM

Sino–Dutch–East Africa programme (2789 people trained),

funded two bilateral training courses in 2018: one, on bamboo

the sustainable livelihoods project in Ecuador and Peru (1500

processing technologies, for 38 Ethiopian participants, and a

peopled trained) and the sustainable land management

second on bamboo and rattan product development for 100

programme in Ethiopia (198 people trained). Courses included

Ghanaian trainees.

national workshops on bamboo plantation management,
harvesting and use for value-added product creation, as well

At a session on capacity-building and training at BARC 2018

as business planning and costing, and how to use an INBAR-

in June, 15 organisations read a statement of intent on the

created mobile phone app to find out more about local bamboo

need to ‘Establish a Global System of Bamboo and Rattan

distribution. In addition, several regional training sessions took

Training Facilities’. The statement asked that INBAR explore

place on the development of bamboo standards, the creation of

the possibilities of realising a global system of training facilities

bamboo policies and how to use bamboo to store carbon.

to ensure the continued importance of training and building
capacity beyond 2018. In a positive sign of things to come, in

As well as project-specific training, in 2018, INBAR continued

2018 INBAR was listed as one of the international agencies

its partnership with ICBR. Under the sponsorship of China's

qualified for applying and implementing the China-initiated

Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM), in 2018, INBAR and ICBR

South-South Cooperation Fund.

Ghanaian artisans being trained in furniture production, as part of a bilateral training course facilitated by INBAR (left), and a visit by trainees to
Huangshan, China (right).
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INBAR in the
press: a summary
of our work

S

o far in 2018, INBAR’s work has appeared in several
internationally recognised publications – helping
to generate awareness about our work and the

importance of bamboo and rattan. This includes being featured in

New summary of
Chinese bamboo
planning

C

hina is a world leader in the development and use
of bamboo products, and its national and regional
bamboo policies could inform the development of

other countries’ plans.

an article by The Economist (‘Innovative materials from bamboo
are helping a new industry to sprout’ – Jan. 20, 2018 edition).

In 2018, INBAR translated China's National Plan for the Bamboo
Industry, which runs from 2013 to 2020, as well as abridged

INBAR and the Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress have also

translations of bamboo industry plans for three provinces:

been featured in publications including The Inter Press Service,

Sichuan, Yunnan and Zhejiang.

China Daily, SciDev, Global Landscapes Forum, Asia Times,
China-Africa Advisory and NewsChina. Overall, INBAR has

The plans constitute some of the most comprehensive national

been covered by international press outlets in English, French,

and regional policies regarding the bamboo sector and should

Spanish and Portuguese. At the same time, INBAR enjoyed

be relevant to policymakers and governments wanting to

a very wide media coverage in its host country, China, in

provide more support to their own bamboo industries. After

Xinhua News, the People’s Daily, China Central TV and Chinese

all, the vision behind China's national bamboo policy - "making

International TV, as well as other partners in the national and

forests benefit the country, and bamboo benefit the farmers" -

local media.

is shared by a large number of INBAR's Member States.

Some of the media present for the opening of the Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress in June.
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ACTION RESEARCH AND
COUNTRY SUPPORT
In 2018, INBAR continued to promote pilot case studies and support
the scaling up of best practices across INBAR Member States.

Promoting South–South cooperation:
The Dutch–Sino–East Africa project

I

n 2018, the Dutch–Sino–East Africa

On a national and regional level, the Dutch–Sino–

Bamboo Development programme

East Africa programme is working with three

went from strength to strength in

national standards agencies to develop standards

promoting the sustainable development of the

and codes of practice for bamboo products and

bamboo sectors across Ethiopia, Kenya and

processes. The project is also providing advice to

Uganda.

the governments of Ethiopia and Kenya on how
to develop national bamboo policies or strategies

Early in the year, the project undertook several

and is providing advice on the establishment of a

remote sensing inventories to quantify bamboo

bamboo carbon demonstration project, with the

resources in Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda. Project-

aim of encouraging bamboo for carbon storage in

supported bamboo nurseries in Kenya and Uganda

East Africa.

produced over 250,000 bamboo plants in 2018
and over 500,000 in Ethiopia. The project also

Finally, the project facilitated the establishment

supported the establishment of large- and small-

of three national bamboo associations and

scale bamboo planting practices. More than

conducted a variety of awareness-raising activities.

800 smallholder farmers in Ethiopia, Kenya and

In total, 79 training programmes were conducted

Uganda planted bamboo in their homesteads and

for almost 3000 participants in a wide range of

farm boundaries. Over 350 hectares of bamboo

activities which included local bamboo use and

plantation were created by the programme, in

management, and national and regional policy

partnership with related INBAR projects.

planning.
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Wrapping up the South–South knowledge
transfer project

T

he year 2018 sees the end of the INBAR-led four-

provide a long-term source of support to bamboo artisans

year project on ‘South–South knowledge transfer

and entrepreneurs. The project also showcased the potential

strategies in Africa’. IFAD funded this project, with

of bamboo to restore degraded land, with some 350 hectares

co-financing from the European Commission. Its main aim was

of bamboo planted. One result of the project is an increased

to scale up bamboo’s use for environmental protection and job

understanding of the importance of bamboo as a source

creation across three countries in Eastern and Southern Africa:

of energy: facilities were put in place to encourage local

Ethiopia, Madagascar and Tanzania, with support from India.

communities to make bamboo charcoal, and a 25kWh bamboobased biomass gasifier for electricity production was installed in

Over the past four years, the project has led to some impressive

Analamanga, Madagascar.

achievements across these three countries. Over 3000
households set up micro-nurseries and were taught how to

As a direct result of this project, the governments of

use bamboo as a source of food, fodder and income, through

Ethiopia, Madagascar and Tanzania are all in the final stages

the creation of a wide range of products. Seven community

of developing bamboo strategies (see page 7) – ensuring

production and training centres were established to centralise

long-term support for the development of the bamboo

this training – which welcomed over 10,000 participants – and

sector in these countries.

Concluding the sustainable land management
programme in Ethiopia

I

n Ethiopia, soil degradation has been the cause of

relevant government ministries. As well as this, a training

declining yields, especially on fragile lands from

manual, value chain analysis and market assessment of bamboo

which the poorest farmers attempt to extract a

products were produced.

living. It has also affected the quantity and quality of water
supplies, destroying water catchments and watersheds.
Bamboo was part of the World Bank-funded second phase
of the ‘Sustainable Land Management Programme’, which
ran from 2016 to 2018. INBAR concentrated on several key
watershed areas in Ethiopia, using bamboo to restore degraded
land and promoting the sustainable management of bamboo in
the area. Overall, 12 exotic bamboo species were introduced,
2 million seedlings were produced and some 400 hectares of
bamboo were planted. Several training sessions, and two study
tours to China, were carried out to build capacity in bamboo
management and product creation. Over 1500 beneficiaries
attended, and participants included representatives from

The bamboo-for-land restoration project in Ethiopia is part of the larger
World Bank ‘Sustainable Land Management Programme’. Here, a local
project coordinator poses next to a bamboo planted as part of the project.
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Promoting
sustainable resource
use in Latin America

Setting up
sustainable value
chains in Asia

T

hriving, biodiverse landscapes can provide a
sustainable form of income for rural communities.
If developed sustainably, bamboo and wood

T

his project, funded by the Spanish Agency for
International Development Cooperation and
implemented by INBAR, aims to regulate and

value chains can also strengthen efforts to conserve forests

promote the sustainable management of bamboo in Ecuador

by providing strong economic returns to forest-dependent

and Peru. So far, the project has provided support for the

communities.

creation of several municipal regulations in both countries,
which advise how to manage and use bamboo for construction

Starting in late 2018, INBAR is working on a project to help develop

and climate change mitigation, as well as two formal national

sustainable value chains for non-timber forest products across

plans for bamboo development (see page 7). The project is also

three countries in Asia: Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. The approach

using radio, TV, social media, events and demonstration sites to

will pilot local-specific business models between smallholders

raise awareness about the market potential of bamboo. Finally,

and the private sector to encourage the production, harvesting

the project has undertaken several workshops and capacity-

and processing of durable wood and bamboo products and the

building events to strengthen both countries’ management

replacement of liquid petroleum gas with economically viable

and use of bamboo. So far, more than 1500 participants have

forest-biomass products. The project also has an important forest

benefited from this training.

landscape restoration component: through focusing on reducing
forest fires and restoring forest productivity, the project aims
to provide local communities with food security, a commercial

Building sustainable
livelihoods in
Chishui, China

safety net and an important way to enhance their climate change
adaptive capacity. The four-year project is funded by Germany’s
International Climate Initiative. It is led by The Center for People
and Forests and will work in collaboration with a range of local
partners across the three target countries.

I

n partnership with the UN Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization and the Chishui Natural
World Heritage Management Bureau, in 2018

INBAR took part in a project to enhance sustainable livelihood
developments in the Chishui Danxia World Heritage site, China.
As part of the project, participants attended a 15-day technical
training workshop on bamboo weaving, and materials were
developed which lay out potential areas for bamboo sector
development. In addition, a session on ‘linking bamboo and
World Heritage’ was held at BARC 2018 in June. The session
kickstarted a meaningful platform for discussions about how
Students at the "Sustainable Livelihoods Development" Project Workshop
held in Chishui, China weave bamboo baskets.

to integrate World Heritage conservation and the sustainable
development of local livelihoods.
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GABAR
The Global Assessment of Bamboo and Rattan for green development, GABAR, is
a flagship initiative of INBAR. In 2018, GABAR made several steps in its aim to ‘unlock’
the potential of bamboo and rattan by researching and providing targeted,
policy-relevant information.

Bamboo forest mapping in five countries

F

rom 2017 to 2018, bamboo forest coverage

decision-making about how to use these plants.

was mapped in five INBAR Member Countries:
Et h io pi a , Kenya , M a d a ga s ca r, Uga nda a nd

Vietnam, as well as 13 provinces in China.

Unlike traditional assessments of bamboo stocks, which are often
based on assumptions about local growing conditions or out-of-date
information, INBAR’s land cover mapping uses GIS technology

Lack of information about bamboo resources – their

to pinpoint exactly where bamboo is growing. Results are then

distribution, varieties and characteristics – has long prevented

uploaded to an online portal, where they can be easily accessed,

many countries from making more use of this strategic plant.

shared and added to by local researchers and practitioners

Providing accurate maps of bamboo forest coverage addresses

on an ongoing basis. The result is a platform which provides

these knowledge gaps and allows for more informed

comprehensive, reliable information about bamboo stocks.

Data from regional mapping has been collated into a mobile phone app about bamboo resources in East Africa.
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Rattan value
chain analysis in
Cameroon

T

wo newly published GABAR studies, funded by the
CGIAR Research Programme on Forests, Trees and
Agroforestry, analyse the status of rattan use in

At the workshop, the GABAR-FAO expert team proposed
a definition for 'bamboo forest' as having a canopy cover
consisting of at least 50 per cent bamboo, and a mixed bamboo
forest as having a canopy cover consisting of at least 15 to 50
per cent bamboo. This definition will be proposed to FAO by
INBAR and could go on to inform how some countries measure
bamboo forest coverage in the FAO's upcoming Global Forest
Resource Assessment 2020.

Cameroon. The first report analyses the current distribution

Monitoring progress
on the Bonn
Challenge

of rattan across Cameroon, studies current management
techniques and provides a series of recommendations for
sustainable rattan management across the country. The second
focuses specifically on existing rattan value chains in the country
and identifies a list of interventions that make the best use of
rattan for socioeconomic development.
These reports are particularly timely, given the depletion of
rattan, especially the commercial species, across Cameroon
and other countries, and should contribute to the state of
knowledge on how to sustainably manage and realise the full
economic potential of this plant.

I

n 2014, INBAR Member States agreed to restore 5
million hectares of land using bamboo, as a contribution to the Bonn Challenge on reforestation.

In 2018, GABAR obtained data from some 32 Member States
about their use of bamboo for land restoration since 2014, and
their plans. In total, these Member States have plans to restore
5.7 million hectares of land using bamboo by 2020. Members
also reported several problems for implementing these plans,

Defining bamboo
forests

I

including insufficient technical knowledge and policy advice –
all valuable information for improving the support which INBAR
provides to its Members.

n June, GABAR and FAO drew together a team of
experts to agree on international definitions and
methodologies for assessing bamboo resources.

The GABAR–FAO team consisted of researchers from 12 INBAR
Member States, all of whom were foresters, bamboo researchers
and remote-sensing specialists. Participants discussed and
agreed on several items, including: how to define bamboo
forests, some common parameters for national bamboo data,
methodologies for bamboo forest mapping and how to assess
bamboo’s carbon storage potential. Following the workshop,
selected experts are writing guidelines for bamboo stock and
carbon storage assessment to help INBAR Member States and
others better understand the potential of their native species.

Fast-growing and with excellent soil restoration properties, bamboo forest
cover in China has increased from 3 million to 6 million hectares since the
1980s.
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Publications
All publications are in English, unless otherwise specified.

ANNUAL REPORT

Annual Report 2017 (in Chinese, English, French and Spanish)

GENERAL INFORMATION

Brochures: INBAR introduction (Chinese, English, French
and Spanish); INBAR and the Sustainable Development
Goals (Chinese, English, French and Spanish); Bamboo for
sustainable land management and livelihood improvement
in Ethiopia project
Factsheets: Bamboo and rattan for climate change; Bamboo for
land restoration; Bamboo for the Belt and Road Initiative
Bamboo and rattan for South–South cooperation: Summary of the
Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress 2018 (Chinese only)
100 heroes of China’s bamboo industry (Chinese only)

Biophysical assessment of rattan in Cameroon
Rattan terminologies
Remote sensing-based regional bamboo resource assessments
for: Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Uganda
Research methodologies for field monitoring, analysis and
evaluation of resource conservation aspects of bamboo

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER MODELS

Bamboo micro-propagation (tissue culture) planting material
production
Bamboo green feed for livestock

WORKING PAPERS

Bamboo and rattan Yellow Pages (Chinese and English)

Carbon sequestration and carbon emissions reduction through
bamboo forests and products

Diseases of bamboos in Asia, 2nd edition

Bamboo in homestead farming system development

Compilation of INBAR’s press releases (Chinese only)

Value chain analyses and market assessments of bamboo
products for: Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda

A briefing of INBAR: Achievements in the past 20 years
(Chinese only)

POLICY REPORTS

China bamboo industry plans at national and regional levels

Subsidies for bamboo afforestation in China
Socioeconomic and market study of rattan and its contribution
to livelihoods in Nepal
Bamboo and rattan resources in Odisha, India

Policy Synthesis Report #4: Bamboo for land restoration
Policy Synthesis Report #5: The road from the Global Bamboo
and Rattan Congress 2018

CONTRIBUTIONS

INBAR wrote, or contributed case studies or information to, the
following:

TRADE REPORTS

Trade overview 2015: Bamboo and rattan products in the
international market (Chinese and English)
International trade of bamboo and rattan in China in 2016
(Chinese and English)
Trade overview 2016: Bamboo and rattan products in the
international market (Chinese and English)
International trade of bamboo and rattan in China in 2017
(Chinese and English)

TECHNICAL REPORTS

Rattan value chain analysis in Cameroon

Akoto DS, Denich M, Partey ST, Frith O, Kwaku M, Mensah AA,
Borgemeister C. 2018. Socioeconomic indicators of
bamboo use for agroforestry development in the dry semideciduous forest zone of Ghana. Sustainability, 10:2324.
Jin W, Zhu Z. 2018. Sustainable Bamboo Development. Centre
for Agriculture and Bioscience International: Wallingford, UK.
Pullanikkatil D, Shackleton CM (eds). 2018. Poverty Reduction
Through Non-Timber Forest Products: Personal Stories.
Springer: Cham, Switzerland.
UN Office for South–South Cooperation. 2018. Good Practices
in South–South and Triangular Cooperation for Sustainable
Development – Vol. 2. UNOSSC: New York, USA.
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Events
Advantage Assam: Global Investors’ Summit 2018, Assam, India, 3–4
February

INBAR presented on the potential of bamboo to
contribute to Assam's socioeconomic development

Expert Meeting on the Contribution of the Global Forest
Financing Facilitation Network (GFFFN) to the Implementation
of the UN Strategic Plan for Forests 2017–2030, Chengdu,
China, 5–7 March

INBAR contributed to draft guidelines for the newly
established GFFFN

FAO's 'Forest Resources Assessment' launch and workshop, Toluca,
Mexico, 5–9 March

As part of GABAR, INBAR discussed options for data
collection and verification regarding bamboo forests

Visit by the President of Cameroon to the INBAR Secretariat, Beijing,
China, 23 March

The INBAR Secretariat welcomed H.E. Paul Biya to visit
the Bamboo and Rattan Showroom and learn more about
these plants' potential

The 3rd Asia-Pacific Rainforest Summit, Yogyakarta, Indonesia, 23–25 April

INBAR attended this summit about bamboo and rattan's
uses for socioeconomic growth and environmental
protection in Asia

Seminar on 'The potential of the bamboo industry in Chhattisgarh’,
Chhattisgarh, India, 7–8 May

INBAR spoke about bamboo's potential to contribute to
Chhattisgarh's economic growth

Meeting with IFAD and FAO, Rome, Italy, 10–11 May

The Co-Chair of INBAR’s Board of Trustees and Director
General of INBAR visited the headquarters of IFAD and
FAO to enhance their strategic partnerships

Round table meeting of the China Council for International
Cooperation on Environment and Development, Changsha, China,
4–5 June

INBAR spoke in a session on green urbanisation and
provided inputs to discussions about green urban
development and technologies in China

Bamboo Conclave, Bihar, India, 9 June

INBAR spoke at this event, which was organised to inspire
the development of bamboo as a key resource in Bihar

The Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress 2018, Beijing, China,
25–27 June

China's National Forestry and Grassland Administration
and INBAR co-hosted a Congress and welcomed over
1200 participants. The event took place over 3 days and
featured 3 high-level plenary sessions and almost 80
thematic sessions, as well as an Exhibition

2018 International Bamboo Industry Trade Fair, Meishan, China,
29–30 June

Following the Congress in Beijing, INBAR gave a keynote
speech at this industry fair hosted by Meishan, a key
strategic partner of the Congress

2018 Shanghai International Bamboo Industry Exhibition, 18–20 July

INBAR co-organised this Exhibition and presented on the
global trade of bamboo commodities

World Bamboo Congress, Xalapa, Mexico, 14–18 August

An INBAR representative gave a keynote speech at this
Congress

The economics of bamboo in Brazil: Technology and innovation in the
production chain workshop, San Paolo, Brazil, 28 August

INBAR's Latin America and Caribbean office attended
this government-organised workshop about developing
bamboo value chains in Brazil

Signing ceremony of the Central Africa Regional Office, Beijing, China,
2 September

INBAR and Cameroon formally agreed to establish a
new INBAR Regional Office in Central Africa, in a signing
ceremony held at the Embassy of Cameroon in Beijing
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Visit by the President of Madagascar to the INBAR Secretariat, Beijing,
China, 5 September

T h e I N B A R S e c r e t a r i a t w e l c o m e d H.E. H e r y
Rajaonarimampianina to visit the Bamboo and Rattan
Showroom and learn more about these plants' potential

73rd Session of the UN General Assembly, New York, USA,
24–30 September

INBAR attended its first Session as a new Observer to the
UN General Assembly and met with several high-level
representatives

FOCAC 2018 Beijing Summit, Beijing, China, 3–4 September

INBAR was one of many international organisations
to attend the Forum. INBAR representatives met with
several African heads of state to discuss the importance
of bamboo and rattan for regional development

Flag raising for the Central African Republic, Beijing, China,
13 September

A flag raising ceremony was held to celebrate the
accession of the Central African Republic to INBAR, in a
ceremony conducted outside INBAR Headquarters

Beijing Design Week, Beijing, China, 23–24 September

INBAR co-organised a bamboo pavilion garden and a side
event on bamboo design for green development

Yong’an Bamboo Expo, Fujian, China, 18 October

I N BA R s p o ke at t h e o p e n i n g c e re m o ny fo r t h e
Bamboo Expo

The 4th International Congress on Planted Forests, Beijing, China,
23–27 October
The 60 th Anniversary Celebrations of the Chinese Academy of

I N BA R co - s po ns o re d t he C o ng re s s a n d m a d e a
presentation in the plenary session

Forestry (CAF), Beijing, China, 26–27 October

INBAR spoke at this event about its long relationship
with CAF

Annual General Meeting of the China Council for International
Cooperation on Environment and Development, Beijing, China, 1–3
November

INBAR's Director General attended a meeting of the
Council to discuss bamboo's contribution to green
development in China
As one of the co-organisers of the 10th China Bamboo

Chinese Bamboo Cultural Festival, Hunan, China, 14–16 November

Cultural Festival, INBAR invited many ambassadors and
international representatives to attend the festival

Caribbean International Bamboo Symposium, Kingston, Jamaica,
27–29 November

INBAR co-hosted a regional symposium on bamboo sector
development across the Caribbean

Meeting of the INBAR Board of Trustees, Beijing , China,
12–13 November

INBAR's Board of Trustees convened its 22nd meeting

GSTIC 2018, Brussels, Belgium, 28–30 November

INBAR co-hosted a plenar y session on bamboo
innovations across Asia and Europe

G lo b al S o ut h– So u th D eve l o p m e nt Ex p o, N ew Yo rk , U SA ,
27–30 November

INBAR spoke about the organisation’s contributions
to South–South cooperation and about some of the
innovative applications of bamboo and rattan

Global Landscape Forum, Bonn, Germany, 1–2 December

INBAR signed the Global Landscapes Forum Charter
and spoke about the importance of bamboo for land
restoration

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change COP 24, Katowice,
Poland, 3–14 December

INBAR provided guest speakers to several events,
co-hosted an event on 'Bamboo and rattan for greening
the Belt and Road' and spoke in plenary

Thirtieth Annual Meeting of the Governing Council of the Common
Fund for Commodities, the Hague, 6-7 December

INBAR attended this meeting in its capacity as the
International Commodity Body for Bamboo and Rattan
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The Central African Republic joined INBAR in 2018, marking a significant new
commitment by the country to green growth and environmentally sustainable
development.
As INBAR’s 44th Member State, the Central African Republic will become part of a
global network that aims to realise bamboo and rattan’s full potential for livelihood
creation and environmental protection. Speaking at the flag raising ceremony in
Beijing, the Central African Republic’s Ambassador to Beijing, H.E. Jean Pierre Mbazoa,
said his country’s accession should be a positive move for green growth. ‘Like a
large number of countries in the tropics and subtropics, in the Central African
Republic, we are very familiar with bamboo and rattan – but we have yet to realise
the full potential of these plants’. Mbazoa cited bamboo’s potential to create jobs,
reduce pressure on forest resources and make durable products which can be used
for infrastructure and housing as particularly important for his country.
We welcome the Central African Republic to INBAR!

