INTERNATIONAL BAMBOO AND RATTAN ORGANISATION

A global partnership
for green and inclusive development

#thinkbamboo #thinkrattan

ABOUT INBAR
The International Bamboo and Rattan Organisation (INBAR) is an intergovernmental
organisation that promotes environmentally sustainable development using bamboo and
rattan.
Bamboo, the fast-growing woody grass plant, and rattan, the spiky climbing palm,
can be important nature-based solutions to a number of pressing global challenges,
as tools for poverty alleviation, green trade, climate change mitigation, resilient
construction and environmental protection.
The mission of INBAR is:

to improve the well-being of producers and users
of bamboo and rattan within the context of a
sustainable resource base, by consolidating,
coordinating and supporting strategic and
adaptive research and development.

Since its establishment in 1997, INBAR has been making a real difference to people
and environments around the world. In the future, INBAR hopes to move further.
From 2015 onwards, INBAR has focused on helping countries integrate bamboo into
their national sustainable development plans, through four strategic areas: policy
shaping, representation and advocacy, knowledge sharing and learning, and action
research and country support.
From nine founding members back in 1997, INBAR is now made up of 47 Member
States from across the world. In addition to its Secretariat Headquarters in China,
INBAR has five Regional Offices in Cameroon, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Ghana and India.

Africa

The Americas

Asia-Pacific
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WHY BAMBOO AND RATTAN?

Bamboo and rattan can be strategic solutions to some of
the most pressing global challenges, including the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Innovative, eco-friendly products
Bamboo and rattan can be a part of low-carbon lifestyles. They
grow fast, produce new shoots annually, and are very versatile.
Bamboo can provide a bio-based alternative to single-use
plastic or wood products, including cutlery, straws, paper and
packaging, as well as heavy-duty applications: companies are
exploring the use of bamboo composite for use in pipes,
blades of wind turbines and shipping container flooring.
Rattan is being trialled for use as a bone-regenerating implant.

A means to combat climate change
A tool for poverty alleviation
Bamboo and rattan provide an important source of livelihood for
millions of people, and are considered some of the world’s most
valuable non-timber forest products. They grow fast, mature quickly,
regenerate annually, and can be used to create thousands of
products, from handicrafts and fodder to furniture and flooring.
Bamboo and rattan are also light, flexible and easy to process; this
provides farmers with opportunities to engage in initial processing,
which increases their share in value addition.

Affordable and clean energy
Bamboo can be an important source of biomass energy for cooking,
heating and electricity. Bamboo fuelwood, charcoal and briquettes
provide a more sustainable substitute for wood biomass in places
where people rely on wood for cooking and heating. It can be
converted to pellets or gas for heat and electricity generation.
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Bamboo contributes to climate change mitigation and adaptation.
Because it grows fast and matures quickly, bamboo can be
harvested regularly, creating a large number of durable products
which store carbon. Bamboo also has relatively high tolerance to
climate shocks, such as drought, fire, and fluctuating temperatures,
making it a resilient source of income in climate-vulnerable
communities. Planting bamboo provides an effective wind break,
helping prevent erosion and increase soil moisture in degraded
landscapes.

Conserving life on land
Bamboo can be an important plant for reversing land degradation, and
is being used for this purpose in many countries. As well as this,
bamboo and rattan are a key part of biodiverse ecosystems. A number
of the world’s most iconic endangered species rely on these plants for
survival, including the giant panda, the red panda, the mountain
gorilla, and the bale mountain monkey.

Sustainable and resilient construction

Revitalising global partnerships

Bamboo provides a cheap, sustainable source of housing material
for many people living in the tropics and subtropics. Bamboo
poles are strong, lightweight and flexible, and have long been
used in the construction of houses, bridges and scaffolding.
Recently, engineered bamboo has been used to create modular
housing material, which can be transported and assembled
quickly. Because bamboo ‘bends but does not break’, houses made
from bamboo can withstand earthquakes.

Bamboo and rattan are common resources across the world’s
tropical and subtropical belt, and countries can learn a great
deal from others’ experience of managing and using these
plants. INBAR functions as a powerful mechanism for SouthSouth cooperation, breaking down barriers to sharing
knowledge, skills, technologies, and strategies on bamboo
resource management and utilisation across its network of
Member States.
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INBAR, BAMBOO AND RATTAN IN NUMBERS
Since 1997, INBAR has:

INBAR Member States have committed to
restoring
million hectares of land
using bamboo.

Conducted project, research, training

5.7

and study visits in
Generated

250,000

50+

countries

jobs using IFAD* funds alone

Trained

40,000

people

1642

There are
known species of bamboo...

631
30+

million hectares of bamboo
forest around the world

known species of
rattan...

The global bamboo and
rattan sector is worth

$60
INBAR has:
Published

400+
20+

publications

Provided inputs to

national and regional strategies

Played a critical role in the development of
and

20+

Harmonized System codes
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*IFAD = International Fund for Agricultural Development

6

billion

standards

Over a period of time, bamboo plants
and their products can

store more carbon

than certain species of tree.
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INBAR STRATEGY 2015-2030
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GOAL 1
POLICY SHAPING
INBAR supports the inclusion of bamboo and rattan in
socio-economic and environmental development policies
at national, regional and international levels.
INBAR has played a role in the meteoric development of the
bamboo sector in China, where its Headquarters is based.
China’s bamboo sector is now valued at almost USD 40
billion, and employs around 10 million people.
INBAR commissions and publicises research which showcases
bamboo and rattan’s applications for international
sustainable development objectives, including poverty
alleviation, climate change adaptation and mitigation,
accessible energy, affordable housing, sustainable production
and biodiversity protection.
Over the years, INBAR has worked with national and regional
standard agencies and the International Organization for
Standardization to develop national and international
standards for bamboo and rattan products. INBAR has also
expanded the number of Harmonized System classification
codes for internationally traded bamboo and rattan
commodities, enabling better monitoring and quality control.
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GOAL 2
REPRESENTATION
AND ADVOCACY
INBAR represents its Member States on the world stage and
through its membership of key international conventions.
INBAR advocates for bamboo and rattan’s inclusion in
sustainable development initiatives as a Permanent Observer to
the UN General Assembly, the UN Forum on Forests, and all three
Rio Conventions: the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the UN
Convention to Combat Desertification.
INBAR is also a member of the new Belt and Road Initiative
International Coalition for Green Development, and has attended
several sessions of the Forum on China–Africa Cooperation.
INBAR organises and attends many events around the world,
including the Global Bamboo and Rattan Congress (BARC) series.
In 2018, INBAR co-hosted the first BARC, which welcomed more
than 1000 participants from almost 70 different countries. INBAR
has also been a large part of international exhibitions, including
the prestigious International Horticultural Exhibitions in 2011,
2014 and 2019.
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GOAL 3
KNOWLEDGE SHARING
AND LEARNING

GOAL 4

Most of INBAR’s Member States are countries from the
Global South, making INBAR an effective network for
knowledge-sharing and technology transfer.

ACTION RESEARCH AND
COUNTRY SUPPORT

Since 1997, INBAR training programmes and study tours
have benefited tens of thousands of beneficiaries across its
Member States.
Hundreds of INBAR technical reports, policy advisories
and training materials are freely available to read or
watch online.
As the Common Fund for Commodity’s International
Commodity Body for bamboo and rattan, INBAR manages a
trade database and publishes data each year about the value of
the bamboo and rattan sector.
INBAR’s Task Forces bring together experts from a number
of fields to coordinate new research and provide technical
advice on key issues relating to bamboo and rattan.

INBAR pilots case studies and development
initiatives, and supports the scaling up of best
practices across Member States.
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INBAR continues to undertake new, action-focused research to
better understand and exploit nature-based solutions for
sustainable development. In recent years, this includes pioneering
the use of new methods to map bamboo and rattan resources,
assess the carbon storage potential and other ecosystem services
of bamboo forests, explore technical and economic feasibility of
bamboo bioenergy and fodder, and study rattan plantation
establishment.
INBAR’s projects develop, validate and share new bamboo and
rattan applications and technologies from different countries,
including bamboo resource mapping, resource development and
sustainable management, enterprises and industry development,
value addition, diversification of uses, livelihood improvement,
and creating an enabling environment.
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